Possible involvement of cytokines in diffuse intravascular coagulation and thrombosis.
Inflammation and the cytokines clearly affect the coagulation system. Less clear are the specific influences of the coagulation system on inflammation. In this chapter only some of the coagulation systems affected by the cytokines are discussed, and the influences on the fibrinolytic system, which is also downregulated by selected cytokines are not mentioned; see Schneiderman and Loskutoff (1991) for a brief review. The major focus is on possible models by which inflammation and coagulation are linked, and examples where in vitro studies have led to correct in vivo predictions and where the results remain ambiguous. Finally, this chapter is clearly a biased perspective with the primary emphasis on the components and pathways with which the author has personal experience.